comparison, the Olympics and World
Equestrian Games are ‘Three Star’
Competitions.

What makes a ‘Four Star’ event truly testing
is the size of the jumps, complexity of the
dressage test, and the distance and speed
required across country.

Badminton - the park, the house and the
village of Little Badminton - form the large
working estate owned by the Duke of
Beaufort. Badminton House, a Palladian
mansion, has been the family home since
the early 17th century.

The manner in which the house has been
enlarged and extended over the last 300-
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IS Y1l UICHISCIVES DAUK dlld 1orun on
bicycles.

International competitors are highly
encouraged to attend these Horse Trials
through assistances, such as the provision
of accommodation and subsidised entry
fees. The large numbers of international
riders add prestige and atmosphere to the
event as does the lure of big prize money -
first place is £55,000 - approximately
$A130,000. To be eligible to compete
however, a horse must be qualified for ‘Four
Star’ in accordance with FEI rules.
SPECTATORS

An extremely popular venue with
spectators, good savings are to be had by

(even 1t 1t means standing on a chair for the
last few showjumping rounds!), offers a
respite from the weather with a place to sit
and rest your cross-country-walking-weary-
feet and enjoy a coffee or a wine. The starters
box, and the first and last cross country fences
are also on the main arena.

TRADE SHOW

The trade show is not to be missed - four
or five hundred stalls with everything from
horse trucks (or boxes as the English call
them) to jewellery to fashion clothing and
footwear, a multitude of artists and antique
dealers. Lots and lots of food stalls with
an extensive food and wine fair including
Australian wines and produce.









